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Treasure

Part Two - Toils, Toys and Tools

Ecclesiastes 2:24-26 “There is nothing better for a person than that he should
eat and drink and find enjoyment in his toil. This also, I saw, is from the hand
of God, for apart from him who can eat or who can have enjoyment? For to the
one who pleases him God has given wisdom and knowledge and joy, but to the
sinner he has given the business of gathering and collecting, only to give to
one who pleases God. This also is vanity and a striving after wind.”

In view of the impermanence of the fruits of a man’s toil, Solomon recommended that
a man enjoy its fruits (eating and drinking are only metaphorical for partaking of all its
fruits) and find satisfaction in his work as he

himself had done However, he warned that this The Imitation of Christ
was possible only if God enabled one to do so: Thomas a Kempis (AD1380)
without Him, who can eat or find enjoyment? WHEN a man desires a thing too much, he at once
Moreover, he warned that God only enables becomes ill at ease. A proud and avaricious man never

’ . . rests, whereas he who is poor and humble of heart lives in
those who please.Hlm t(_) do so. ther.l SINNETS a world of peace. An unmortified man is quickly tempted
amass wealth which ultimately is enjoyed by one and overcome in small, trifling evils; his spirit is weak, in a
who pleases God, a task he identified as futile or measure carnal and inclined to sensual things; he can
meaningless, a chasing after the wind hardly abstain from earthly desires. Hence it makes him

sad to forego them; he is quick to anger if reproved. Yet if
he satisfies his desires, remorse of conscience overwhelms
him because he followed his passions and they did not lead

Two points should be noted. First,
Solomon stated that God’s disposition of wealth

and the enjoyment of one’s labors and its fruits to the peace he sought.

gre b.ased on Whether amanis pleasm’fg to God or True peace of heart, then, is found in resisting passions,
is a sinner. As is clear from the words “the man not in satisfying them. There is no peace in the carnal man,
who pleases” God and “the sinner” implies that a in the man given to vain attractions, but there is peace in

person will be judged on the basis of his ethical the fervent and spiritual man.
behavior and his trust in God or lack of it. 1

Read: The following verses from Ecclesiastes and circle, which kind of works apply:
Eccl. 1:14 I have seen everything that is done under the sun, and behold, all is vanity and a striving after wind.
Works of the Sinner or Works pleasing to God

Eccl. 1:17 And [ applied my heart to know wisdom and to know madness and folly. [ perceived that this also is
but a striving after wind.

Works of the Sinner or Works pleasing to God

Eccl. 2:10 And whatever my eyes desired I did not keep from them. | kept my heart from no pleasure, for my
heart found pleasure in all my toil, and this was my reward for all my toil.

Works of the Sinner or Works pleasing to God

1 John F. Walvoord and Roy B. Zuck, eds., The Bible Knowledge Commentary: Old Testament
(Accordance electronic ed. Wheaton: Victor Books, 1985), n.p.
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Eccl. 2:11 Then I considered all that my hands had done and the toil [ had expended in doing it, and behold, all
was vanity and a striving after wind, and there was nothing to be gained under the sun.

Works of the Sinner or Works pleasing to God
Eccl. 3:13 also that everyone should eat and drink and take pleasure in all his toil—this is God’s gift to man.
Works of the Sinner or Works pleasing to God

Eccl. 2:17 So I hated life, because what is done under the sun was grievous to me, for all is vanity and a striving
after wind.

Works of the Sinner or Works pleasing to God

Eccl. 3:12-13 I perceived that there is nothing better for them than to be joyful and to do good as long as they
live; also that everyone should eat and drink and take pleasure in all his toil—this is God’s gift to man.

Works of the Sinner or Works pleasing to God

Eccl. 3:22 So I saw that there is nothing better than that a man should rejoice in his work, for that is his lot.
Who can bring him to see what will be after him?

Works of the Sinner or Works pleasing to God

Eccl. 4:4 | Then I saw that all toil and all skill in work come from a man’s envy of his neighbor. This also is
vanity and a striving after wind.

Works of the Sinner or Works pleasing to God
Eccl. 4:6 | Better is a handful of quietness than two hands full of toil and a striving after wind.
Works of the Sinner or Works pleasing to God

Eccl. 4:16 There was no end of all the people, all of whom he led. Yet those who come later will not rejoice in
him. Surely this also is vanity and a striving after wind.

Works of the Sinner or Works pleasing to God

Eccl. 5:18-20 § Behold, what I have seen to be good and fitting is to eat and drink and find enjoyment in all the
toil with which one toils under the sun the few days of his life that God has given him, for this is his lot.
Everyone also to whom God has given wealth and possessions and power to enjoy them, and to accept his lot
and rejoice in his toil—this is the gift of God. For he will not much remember the days of his life because God
keeps him occupied with joy in his heart.

Works of the Sinner or Works pleasing to God
Eccl. 6:9 Better is the sight of the eyes than the wandering of the appetite: this also is vanity and a striving after
wind.
Works of the Sinner or Works pleasing to God

Eccl. 8:15 And [ commend joy, for man has no good thing under the sun but to eat and drink and be joyful, for
this will go with him in his toil through the days of his life that God has given him under the sun.

Works of the Sinner or Works pleasing to God

Eccl. 11:9 Y Rejoice, O young man, in your youth, and let your heart cheer you in the days of your youth. Walk
in the ways of your heart and the sight of your eyes. But know that for all these things God will bring you into
judgment.

Works of the Sinner or Works pleasing to God

Eccl. 12:14-14 For God will bring every deed into judgment, with every secret thing, whether good or evil. The
end of the matter; all has been heard. Fear God and keep his commandments, for this is the whole duty of man.

Works of the Sinner or Works pleasing to God
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Second, Solomon wrote that this judgment would take place in this life (not in a life after
death) and would involve temporal not eternal rewards. These two points (enjoyment of life
and judgment), which are brought together only here, are crucial in the development of the
book. The enjoyment theme, mentioned at crucial times in the book is here specifically
related to the theme of judgment and to the advice to fear God and keep His
commandments.?

How does this affect our Joy? Matt 25:14-30

From a Biblical perspective contrast the value of a Toy from a Tool:

What makes you happier and gives you greater joy?

2 Ibid, BK Commentary
By: Rick Utecht



